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ABSTRACT 
Name   : Marwan Edi Saputra 
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Title          : Face Threatening Acts in the Nichollas Stoller’s Movie Bad 
Neighbors 
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Faculty  : Adab and Humanity 
Consultant I  : Syahruni Junaid 
Consultant II  : Nasrum Marjuni 
 
This thesis studied about the Face Threatening Acts (FTAs) in Nicholas 
Stoller‟s movie “Bad Neighbors”. The aims of this research were to find the kinds of 
Face Threatening Acts that are used by the main characters in the “Bad Neighbors” 
movie. This research applied descriptive qualitative method where the data were 
analyzed through Brown and Levinson‟s theory. The writer found that there are 
seventeen Face Threatening Acts that were applied by the main characters in the 
“Bad Neighbors” movie and they are categorized into four categories according to 
Brown and Levinson‟s theory. They are Hearer‟s Negative FTAs, Hearer‟s Positive 
FTAs, Speaker‟s Negative FTAs, and Speaker‟s Positive FTAs. Those Face 
Threatening Acts give bad effects or good effects to the hearer in “Bad Neighbors” 
movie. The implication of this research is to give more description and 
comprehending about Face Threatening Acts to the reader. Moreover, it can be a 
reference for the students of Adab and Humanities faculty who attracted to observe 
the similar research. 
 
Key words: Politeness, Face Threatening Acts, Movie 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background 
Language is foremost a means of communication (Amberg and Vause, 
2009: 2). It is a need that every person in this world must have to be able to 
communicate and interact with the other people. To communicate by using 
language is not only about receiving and delivering information, but also 
respecting the other people in the conversation by avoiding make them feel 
uncomfortable. That is why people need to be polite when they are in the 
interaction with the other people.  
Politeness is very needed by human as a social being in purpose to have a 
better social interaction. According to Holmes (in Murliati, 2012: 1), being polite 
is trying to determine what the appropriate things to say to someone else are and 
what ones are not to. Politeness is not only used by some kinds of community but 
a universal condition that everybody needs to use to have a better social 
interaction. According to Brown and Levinson (in Gil, 2012: 401), all competent 
adults belonging to a society are rational agents who have a positive and a 
negative face. „Face‟ that Brown and Levinson means is not a face from human‟s 
part of body, but something that determines how they want to be threatened by 
the other people in the communication. According to Brown and Levinson (in 
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Cutrone, 2011: 52), face is a public self-image that every member of the 
community wants to claim for himself. Furthermore, Brown and Levinson stated 
that „face‟ is something that is emotionally invested, and that can be lost, 
maintained, or enhanced, and must be constantly attended to in interaction. So, 
everybody has to treat it well in order to commit polite in a conversation. 
Someone who respects someone else‟s „face‟ during the conversation can be 
categorized as polite and someone who does not can be categorized as an impolite 
person. 
Brown and Levinson (in Amaroh, 2010: 19) states that there are five ways 
to commit polite in the interaction with the other people that then be known as 
five politeness strategies, such as; Bald-On Record, Off Record, using positive 
politeness strategies, using negative politeness strategies, and not doing the FTA. 
All those strategies are used to maintain the other‟s faces in the interaction and 
minimize the possibility of the appearance of Face Threatening Acts which lead 
people to lose faces. Face Threatening Acts are any acts that can cause the threat 
to the people‟s faces, whether it is positive or negative face. In the daily 
interaction, people sometimes do not realize if the acts they do in that interaction 
consist of Face Threatening Acts which lead to the face losing of their 
interlocutor that they do not even realize too. Some people do not even know 
what the Face Threatening Acts is. That is the main reason why the writer 
chooses the Face Threatening Acts as the main topic of this research. By knowing 
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what the Face Threatening Acts are, people will be better in choosing what are 
good to say to someone and what are not. Furthermore, the writer also chooses to 
take one of the works from the literacy of movie as an object of research. 
According to Wibowo (in Rizal, 2014: 1), movie is a tool or an instrument 
that is used to share massages to people by means of the story media. The story is 
produced in a special way into a recorded action and be watched by people in the 
cinema or television. Movie contains sentences that are produced by the 
characters in the interaction with the other characters. The conversation itself 
sometimes contains acts that threaten someone else‟s faces. But, most of the 
people who watch movie do not recognize the Face Threatening Acts in the 
movie they watch. That is why the writer interested in conducting a research that 
hopefully can give more information about the acts that can threaten people‟s 
faces and lead them to recognize those acts as Face Threatening Acts. Finally, the 
writer chooses to use a movie from Nicholas Stoller Bad Neighbors as the object 
of research. 
Bad Neighbors is one of Nichollas Stoler‟s movies from the genre of 
family movie. The story of this movie is about a married couple with a newborn 
baby who feels really disturbed by their new neighbors, a group of college 
students, who always have a party every night. That couple then try to do 
whatever it takes to make their new disturbing neighbors leave the neighborhood. 
Their effort makes that group of college students mad and caused that group 
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disturbing them even more. In the conflict between them, there are some 
utterances and actions that seem contain Face Threatening Acts. That is why the 
writer chooses to use this movie as the object of this research and analyze it by 
using the theory of Brown and Levinson. 
B. Research Questions 
Based on the background of study above, the writer formulates the 
research question that is: 
1. What kinds of Face Threatening Acts that performed by the main 
characters in the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors? 
C. Objective of Research 
Based on the research question, the objective of this research about Face 
Threatening Acts in the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors is: 
1. To find out the kinds of Face Threatening Acts that performed by the main 
characters in the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors. 
D. Significance of Research 
There are two kinds of the significance of this research. Those are 
theoretically and practically. Theoretically, this research is expected to give more 
information or knowledge about politeness and face threatening acts to the reader 
especially in the literacy of movie. Also, this research can be reference for the 
next writer who wants to do a similar research. 
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Practically, this research is expected to be able to help people in 
recognizing the acts that potentially can threaten the other people‟s face. 
Hopefully, it can make people to be more polite in their conversation by avoiding 
the usage of those acts. 
E. Scope of Research 
In this research, the writer focused on four kinds of Face Threatening Acts 
according to Brown and Levinson theory. The kinds of Face Threatening Acts 
that the writer means are negative face threatening acts that threatens hearer‟s 
face, negative face threatening acts that threatens the speaker‟s face, positive face 
threatening acts that threatens the hearer‟s face, and positive face threatening acts 
that threatens the speaker‟s face in the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neightbors.  
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
a. Previous Study  
There are several writers that had done the similar researches about Face 
Threatening Acts before. In this part, the writer presented some findings that are 
discussed about Face Threatening Acts as follow: 
Aristy. 2013. Aladeen’s Face-Threatening Acts Reflected In The Dictator 
Movie’s Dialogues. The objective of this research is to find out the utterances of 
the main character containing face-threatening acts and also the kinds of face-
threatening acts that are used by the main character in threatening the negative 
face and the positive face in The Dictator movie. In accomplishing this research, 
the writer used qualitative method. In the result of this research, the writer found 
that the main character‟s utterances in this movie containing positive FTAs and 
negative FTAs. Based on the analysis that is done, the writer also found that the 
main character‟s utterances perform some FTAs, either from positive face and 
negative face, in order to threat the hearers‟ face. 
Ghazie. 2014. Face Threatening Acts Strategies Performed by The Main 
Actor in “Six Sense” Movie. In this research, the writer aimed to find out the Face 
Threatening Acts that is performed by the main actor and the strategies that he 
uses to perform Face Threatening Acts in the dialogue with his client in the 
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movie. The writer used descriptive qualitative method to finish the research. The 
result of this research shows that the main actor used some Face Threatening Acts 
that then be classified into four classification such as FTAs that threatening his 
own negative face, FTAs that threatening his interlocutor‟s negative face, FTAs 
that threatening his own positive face, and FTAs that threatening his client‟s 
positive face. The writer also found that there are 3 strategies that the main actor 
uses to perform FTAs such as negative politeness strategy, positive politeness 
strategy, and baldly on record strategy. 
Sulasikin. 2014. Face Threatening Acts Strategies Used in Ray 
Lawrence’s Novel “Follow That Cab”. The objectives of this research are to find 
out face threatening acts strategies and the frequency of the face threatening acts 
strategies used in Ray Lawrence‟s novel “Follow that Cab”. In accomplishing this 
research, the writer used quantitative approach. In the result of this research, the 
writer found that the characters in the Ray Lawrence novel used bald on record 
strategies and off record strategies in their conversations. The writer also found 
that the characters used the total of 95 bald on strategies utterances and 105 off 
record strategies utterances. 
In those previous researches, the writers aim to find the Face Threatening 
Act‟s that are used by the character in a movie or in the novel. Similar with those 
researches above, the writer of this research also looked for the Face Threatening 
Acts that are used by the characters. Moreover, the sources of data in this research 
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were different with the sources of data that are used in those previous researches. 
If the data sources of those previous researches were taken only from the 
character‟s dialogues in the movie or in the novel, the data sources of this 
research were taken from the main characters dialogues and also expressions in 
the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors. 
b. Some Pertinent Ideas 
1. Politeness Theory by Brown and Levinson 
This politeness theory is based on the idea that everybody lives in the 
society has social self-image that they want to keep and protect. The theory 
was developed in 1978 and 1987 by Penelope Brown and Stephen Levinson. 
They started their account by establishing the concept of „face‟.  
2. Face Threatening Acts 
a. Definition of Face 
Face is the public self-image that is owned by everybody in the 
society that has to be protected and respected by all people in the 
communication. Brown and Levinson (1987: 61) state that face is 
something that is emotionally invested and that it can be lost, maintained, 
or enhanced and must be constantly attended to in an interaction. Every 
act that potentially can cause damages on the other‟s face during the 
interaction is known as Face Threatening Acts.  
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Face as the public self-image has two aspects that are related to 
each other. Brown and Levinson (1987: 62) divided it into; 
a) Negative Face: the basic claim of territories, personal 
preserves, right to non-distraction – i.e. to freedom of action 
and freedom from imposition. 
b) Positive face: the positive consistent self-image or 
„personality’ (crucially including the desire that his self-image 
be appreciated and approved of) claimed by interaction.  
 
Based on that, it can be said that the negative face is related to the want or 
desire of any member in the society to be free to do everything without 
any disruption by their interlocutor. People with negative face will always 
expect themselves to be treated well as their right to do everything by their 
own wants will be respected by the other people and will be free from any 
distraction. It is like a territory that they want to keep for themselves. In 
the other hand, the positive face is related to the want or desire of every 
member in the society to be accepted and liked by the other people. People 
with positive face will always expect themselves to be treated as important 
parts in a community. They also will always expect the other people to 
appreciate their existence in the community. In short, it is a desire to be 
liked, admired, reputed, and related to positively. So, negative face refers 
to people‟s freedom to act while in the other hand positive face refers to 
people‟s self-esteems. Those two aspects of face are the basic wants in the 
social interaction in universal condition. During any social interaction, 
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every people that are included need to cooperate to one another to 
maintain one another‟s faces. 
b. Definition of Face Threatening Acts 
Face-threatening acts are acts which in some way threaten the 
'face' or self-image of another people in the communication. Murakami 
(2011: 7) describes Face Threatening Acts as an act that violates either 
kinds of face; negative and positive. The act itself is actually a threat 
depends not so much on the intent of the speaker but on the perception of 
the hearer. If the hearer has a negative face, every act that potentially can 
distract his/her wants or desire of freedom will be categorized as Face 
Threatening Acts. Moreover, if the hearer has a positive face, every act 
that potentially can be incompatible to their wants and desire to be liked, 
admired, or ratified by the other will also be categorized as Face 
Threatening Acts. Brown and Levinson (in Nasution and Ariyanti, 2013) 
stated that Face Threatening Acts threatens not only the hearer‟s face but 
also threatens the speaker‟s face. Any act that the speaker produces can be 
Face Threatening Acts if those acts are contrary with the wants or desire 
of the speaker. 
c. Kinds of Face Threatening Acts 
According to Brown and Levinson (1987: 65), there are two kinds 
of Face Threatening Acts that are those acts that threaten people‟s 
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negative face, or what they call negative face threatening acts, and those 
that threaten people‟s positive face, or what they call positive face 
threatening acts. Furthermore, each of those kinds can threaten both the 
hearer‟s face and the speaker‟s face. 
1) Negative Face Threatening Acts to Hearer 
Negative face is threatened when someone does an act that can 
cause any disruption to their interlocutor's wants to be free to do 
everything on their own. It can make one of the interlocutors submit 
their will to the other‟s territory of freedom. Freedom of choice and 
action are impeded when negative face is threatened. 
The acts can damage the hearer‟s negative face if that act 
which affirm or deny a future act of the hearer creates pressure on the 
hearer to either perform or not perform the act. According to Brown 
and Levinson (1987: 65-66), the Face Threatening Acts that can 
threaten the hearer‟s negative faces are:  
a. The Acts that can cause the hearer to agree or reject doing 
something. It includes orders, requests, suggestions, advice, 
reminding, threats, or warnings. 
Example: A: It‟s really cold. I‟ll just stay in the house. 
                 B: No! You should go working! 
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Speaker indicates that he thinks hearer has to (perhaps) do some 
acts and it can damage hearer negative face.  
b. The acts that express the efforts of the speaker to do some actions 
to the hearer and force the hearer to accept or reject those actions. 
It includes offers or promises. 
Example: A: You‟re not allowed to join this party. 
    B: I’ll give you all my money if you let me. 
Speaker indicates that he wants hearer to commit himself to do 
some acts for him, with speaker thereby incurring a possible 
debt. It can damage hearer‟s freedom to act. 
c. The acts that express the desire of the speaker to do something to 
the hearer or something that the hearer own. It includes 
compliments or congratulating, hatred, anger, or lust. 
Example: A: What an amazing car you just bought there, 
my friend! It’ll be really cool if I can use it. 
Speaker indicates that he likes or would like something of 
Hearer‟s. It can damage hearer‟s freedom to acts on his. 
2) Negative Face Threatening Acts to Speaker 
The acts can damage the speaker‟s negative face if those acts 
show that the speaker defers to the power of the hearer. According to 
13 
 
 
 
Brown and Levinson (1987: 66-67), the Face Threatening Acts that 
can threaten the speaker‟s negative faces are:  
a) expressing thanks (S accepts a debt, humbles his own 
face) 
b) acceptance of H's thanks or H's apology (S may feel 
constrained to minimize H's debt or transgression, as in 
'It was nothing, don't mention it.) 
c) excuses (S indicates that he thinks he had good reason 
to do, or fail to do, an act which H has just criticized; 
this may constitute in turn a criticism of H, or at least 
cause a confrontation between H's view of things and 
S's view) 
d) acceptance  of  offers  (S  is  constrained  to  accept  a  
debt,   and  to encroach upon H's negative face) 
e) responses to H's faux pax (if S visibly notices a prior 
faux pas, he may cause embarrassment to H; if he 
pretends not to, he may be discomfited himself) 
f) unwilling promises and offers (S commits himself to 
some future action although he doesn't want to; 
therefore, if his unwillingness shows, he may also 
offend H's positive face) 
Example: A: Don‟t worry! You can lend my money, man.  
B: Thank you very much, man. I owe you my life. 
In that conversation above, the second speaker humbles his 
own face by expressing thanks to the hearer. By doing that, the 
speaker increases the possibility of him accepting what the 
hearer might ask him to do in the future and it is contradictory 
with his negative face. 
3) Positive Face Threatening Acts to Hearer 
Positive face is threatened when the speaker or hearer does not 
care about their interlocutor‟s feelings, wants, or does not want what 
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the other wants. When an individual is forced to be separated from 
others so that their well-being is treated less importantly, positive face 
is threatened. 
The acts can damage the hearer‟s positive face if those acts 
express negative assessment of the hearer‟s positive face. According to 
Brown and Levinson (in Amaroh, 2010: 17), the Face Threatening 
Acts that can threaten the speaker‟s positive faces are: 
a) The acts that show that the speaker gives negative judgment to the 
hearer. It includes the expression of disapproval, criticism, 
contempt or ridicule, complaints and reprimands, accusations, or 
insults. 
Example: A: I just bought a new smartphone for my son. 
B: You’re a bad parent if you coddle your son too   
much like that. 
In the conversation above, the second speaker gives a negative 
judgment to the hearer by criticizing him and it can damage the 
hearer‟s positive face or hearer‟s wants of respect. 
b) The acts that express the passiveness of the speaker about the 
positive face of the hearer. It includes the expression of 
contradictions or disagreements, challenges, emotions, irreverence, 
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mention of taboo topics or those that are inappropriate in the 
context. 
Example: A: How is your fasting day? 
           B: You have no business of it. You’re a Christian. 
The utterance of the second speaker above contains positive FTAs. 
In that utterance, the second speaker mentioned a taboo topic or a 
divisive topic that is a topic about religion and it shows no respect 
to the hearer. 
4) Positive Face Threatening Acts to Speaker 
The acts can damage the speaker‟s positive face if those acts 
show that the speaker is in some sense wrong, and unable to control 
himself. According to Brown and Levinson (1987: 67-68), the actions 
that can threaten the speaker‟s positive face are: 
a) apologies (S indicates that he regrets doing a prior 
FTA, thereby damaging his own face to some degree  -    
especially if the apology is at the same time a 
confession with H learning about the transgression 
through it, and the FTA thus conveys bad news) 
b) acceptance of a compliment (S may feel constrained to 
denigrate the object of H's prior compliment, thus 
damaging his own face; or he may feel constrained to 
compliment H in turn) 
c) breakdown of physical  control  over body,  bodily 
leakage,  stumbling or falling clown, etc. 
d) self-humiliation, shuffling or cowering,  acting stupid,  
self-contradicting 
e) confessions, admissions of guilt or responsibility  -    
e.g., for having done or not done an act, or for 
ignorance of something that S is expected to know 
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f) emotion leakage, non-control of laughter or tears 
Example: A: The lecture gave us „D‟ in the linguistics class. 
      B: Yeah. I’m sorry man! That’s my fault. I didn’t 
collect our group task in time. 
In that conversation above, the second speaker admits his fault 
to the hearer and by doing that, he damages his own positive 
face. Also, he increases the possibility of the speaker to not 
giving respect to him. 
d. Synopsis of The Movie 
The story is about a young couple with a newborn daughter and a normal 
life. One day, this couple finds out that Delta Psi Beta, a fraternity known for their 
outrageous parties, has moved into their neighborhood. One night, when the 
fraternity is having a party, the couple asks them to keep the noise down. Teddy, 
the leader of that fraternity, agrees on the condition that the couple always calls 
him instead of calling the police. The following night, the couple is unable to get 
in touch with Teddy to ask him to keep it down. So, they call the police and report 
the party as an anonymous person. Teddy finds out that the couple breaks their 
promise to not call the police and that makes him really angry to that couple. 
The following day, Delta Psi constantly hazes the couple and resulting 
their baby nearly eating an unused condom after garbage from their party trash is 
dumped all over their lawn. This is when their conflict began. After that moment, 
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the fraternity always disturbs the couple‟s happy life. The couple, as the revenge, 
does whatever it takes to get the fraternity out of the neighborhood.  
e. Context of Situation 
Widdowson in Song (2010: 876) defined context as “Those aspects of the 
circumstance of actual language use which are taken as relevant to meaning.” 
Furthermore, he pointed that “in other words, context is a schematic construct. . . . 
the achievement of pragmatic meaning is a matter of matching up the linguistic 
elements of the code with the schematic elements of the context.” 
Context of situation or situational context, according to Song (2010: 876), 
refers to the environment, time and place, etc. in which the discourse occurs, and 
also the relationship between the participants. There are three basic aspects which 
can help people to clarify the interrelationship of language with context. They are 
field, tenor, and mode. Field refers to the ongoing activity; tenor refers to the kind 
of social relationship enacted in or by the discourse; and mode refers to linguistic 
reflection of the relationship the language user has.  
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
A. Research Methodology 
This research used descriptive qualitative method to answer the research 
questions. Qualitative research is one kind of research that focuses on the 
meanings and the traits of events, people, interactions, settings/cultures and 
experience, also on defining characteristics of them (Tewksbury, 2009: 38-39). 
This kind of method is suitable to use on this research since the objective of this 
research are to find the kinds and the effects of Face Threatening Acts in the 
Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors movie and also classifying them.  
B. Data Source 
According to Tewksbury (2009: 43), the data that are used in the 
qualitative research come from a range of collection method that includes some 
things, and one of them is the analysis of media content. The media can be a 
written, spoken, drawn, etc. The main data that the writer used in this research 
come from a literary work or a written media. The literary work that the writer 
means here is Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors. Furthermore, the writer 
took the data from the dialogues of the main characters, they are: 
1. Mac Radner, the married man who lives next to the fraternity‟s house who has 
a wife and a new-born baby. He is the one who always tries to get the 
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fraternity out of the neighborhood because he thinks that they are disturbing 
and bad for the society. 
2. Teddy, the president of the fraternity. As the president of the fraternity, Teddy 
is the one who takes responsibility of the noise from the party they always 
held that disturbed Mac and his family.  
C. Instrument of Research 
The instrument that the writer used in order to collect and analyze the data 
in this research is note-taking. “Note taking allows students to gather information 
from lectures, books, or any other situation that they will later have to memorize 
or use in order to successfully complete their academic program” (Boch and 
Piolat, 2005: 102). In the implementation, the writer noted every Face 
Threatening Acts that are found in the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors. 
D. Procedure of Data Collection 
The procedure of data collecting that the writer will use in this research 
are divided into three steps, such as: 
1. The writer watched the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors and read 
the script. 
2. The writer looked for Face Threatening Acts in the movie and captured 
the expression of hearer. 
3. The writer classified the kinds of Face Threatening Acts according to 
Brown and Levinson‟s theory by marking them using text liner. The text 
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liner were divided into four colors such as yellow for Positive Face 
Threatening Act to Speaker, orange for Negative Face Threatening Act to 
Speaker, green for Positive Face Threatening Act to Hearer, and blue for 
Negative Face Threatening Act to Hearer.  
4. The writer described the kinds of Face Threatening Acts that are conveyed 
in the movie. 
E. Technique of Data Analysis 
In analyzing the data, the writer analyzed it by using Brown and 
Levinson‟s theory. After the data were found, the writer classified and transcribed 
the data. Finally, the writer explained about expression of the hearers to find the 
effects of the Face Threatening Acts in the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad 
Neighbors.  
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
A. Findings 
In this part, the writer presents the data that have been collected from 
Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors and analyses the acts which can threaten 
the “face” of the hearer or the speaker by using Brown and Levinson‟s theory. 
The writer also analyses reactions of the hearer to see the effects of the Face 
Threatening Acts in the movie. The findings based on four kinds of Face 
Threatening Acts from Brown and Levinson‟s theory. In the sources of data, the 
researcher finds the kinds and effects of Face Threatening Acts of the main 
characters in Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors as shown below: 
1. Negative Face Threatening Acts to Hearer 
The acts can damage the hearer‟s negative face if that act which affirm 
or deny a future act of the hearer creates pressure on the hearer to either 
perform or not perform the act. The writer found some data that can be 
included in this kind of Face Threatening Acts as written below:  
a. Order 
Order is one of the acts that can threaten the hearer‟s negative face. 
By giving order, speaker indicates that he wants the hearer to do 
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something. It is contradictory with the hearer‟s negative face that wants to 
do everything on his own without any disturb from the other people. From 
the movie itself, the writer found some order utterances as written along 
with the hearer‟s expression below: 
Extract 1 
Teddy: Het Mac, Kelly. What‟s up? 
Mac: We hate to be these guys, but do you mind just, like, kind of, just 
keep it down? Just a little bit. A little bit. (Time 00:16:24) 
Teddy: The music? 
 
 
Mac threatens Teddy‟s negative face by giving him an order. The 
order is contradictory with the negative face of Teddy about freedom to 
act. Also, in the picture, Teddy seems confused after receiving an 
utterance from Mac. He responses it by saying “The Music?”. 
Extract 2 
Mac: (Talk to Teddy) Thank you so much! Yeah, again, if you can just 
generally kind of, you know, keep it down! Just keep it down! 
(Time 00:21:32) 
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The order of Mac in the conversation gives the possibility of the 
negative face of Teddy to be threatened because he may do an act that is 
not his desirability. The picture also shows the confused expression of 
Teddy after Mac, once again, asked him to not make some noises every 
night even though he had let Mac join his party the previous night. He also 
replied by saying “you really want us to keep it down?” 
Extract 3 
Pete: I don‟t know. You‟re a good actor. What the fuck am I supposed to 
think? 
Teddy: Get the fuck out of here! (Time 01:06:57) 
 
The order that Teddy said to Pete is categorized as negative FTA 
to hearer because it can give Pete the pressure to act not on his own want. 
The picture shows a disappointing face expression of Pete after Teddy told 
him to get out of the room. He also response by saying “Dude, take your 
shit out of someone else, all right? This is not about me. 
b. Suggestion 
Giving suggestion can cause damage to the hearer‟s negative face. 
It is because by giving suggestion, the speaker gives some pressure to the 
hearer to do or retrain from doing that act. It is not appropriate with the 
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personal preserves of the hearer about freedom of action. Here, the writer 
puts the data as shown below: 
Extract 4 
Kelly: You need to grow up, okay? Our family is in danger. 
Mac: I need to grow up? 
Kelly: Yes, you need to grow up. One of us has got to be adult in this 
relationship. 
Mac: You should take responsibility. (Time 01:01:46) 
 
Mac‟s suggestion threatens Kelly‟s negative face as it gives 
possibility to Kelly to acts contradictory with his basic want. In the 
picture, Kelly seems mad to Mac after he produced a sentence that Kelly 
has to take the responsibility for their family‟s goodness. Kelly also 
replied Mac‟s Face Threatening Act by saying “That is not only offensive, 
but it is fucking stupid” 
c. Offer 
Offer is a kind of expression that can cause damages to the 
hearer‟s negative face. According to Brown and Levinson, this expression 
predicates some future acts of the speaker toward the hearer and gives 
some pressure to the hearer whether to accept it or reject it. In the movie, 
the writer found the expression in this kind that is written below: 
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Extract 5 
Mac: Shit, homie, we‟ve been beefing for too long. We just want to 
squash this like a bug. That’s all my weeds, and it’s really hard for me 
to get weed. (Time 00:37:24) 
Teddy: Okay, you guys can come in. No mushroom for you, mister.  
 
Mac offered Mac marijuana so he can let them join the party. This 
act from Mac gives pressure to Teddy to not act on his own desirability. 
Bu doing that, Mac has threatened Teddy‟s negative face. Also, the picture 
shows the face expression of Teddy after receiving the offer. In response, 
he also said “Okay, you guys can come in.” 
2. Positive Face Threatening Acts to Hearer 
The acts can damage the hearer‟s positive face if those acts express 
negative assessment of the hearer‟s positive face. The writer found some data 
from the object of research that can be included as positive Face Threatening 
Acts to hearer as written below: 
a. Irreverence 
Irreverence utterance is one of the utterances that can threaten 
hearer‟s positive face. By producing irreverence utterances, speaker 
indicates that he does not care about what the hearer values and it does not 
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show respect to hearer. In the movie, the writer found some irreverence 
utterances that are produces by the main characters as written below: 
Extract 6 
Teddy: What‟s her name? 
Kelly: Stella. 
Pete: That‟s the best name ever, are you kidding?  
Kelly: She‟s a little flirt. 
Teddy: Oh, like her mom, I bet. (Time 00:11:35)  
   
Teddy gives an expression to Kelly that is irreverence to say. It can 
make Kelly feel disrespected and it is contradictory with her positive face. 
That picture also shows the expression of Kelly with a flat face after 
hearing the Face Threatening Act utterance from Teddy.  
Extract 7 
Mac: That‟s the frat‟s condom. 
Dean: I have a headline for this, “Fraternity Practices Safe Sex”. That‟s a 
good headline. I could get a raise off that headline. 
Mac: I got a headline for you. “Mean Dean Doesn’t Realize that Frat 
is bad for everyone”. (Time 00:30:26) 
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Mac‟s sentence is an irreverence expression that may cause the 
Dean to feel unappreciated and because of that, it threatens the hearer‟s 
positive face. Also, the picture shows the expression of The Dean after 
getting an offensive utterance from Mac who doubted her capability as a 
dean. She also replied Mac‟s utterance by saying “It is really poorly 
worded. I don‟t think that would ever make it to print. I don‟t know where 
you went to school. 
b. Bringing Bad News 
Bringing a bad news to the hearer can also cause threat to their 
positive face. According to Brown and Levinson (1987: 67), by bringing 
bad news about hearer, speaker indicates that he is willing to cause 
distress to the hearer and does not care about hearer‟s feeling. In the 
movie, the writer found this kind of act that is produced by the main 
characters as written below: 
Extract 8 
Teddy: It‟s over? Okay, it‟s over. I just have one thing to say. This entire 
time, your daughter is gonna be growing up watching all these young 
shirtless men next door, and we’re gonna be watching right back. 
(Time 01:08:24) 
Kelly: You‟re a bad boy. Get out of our porch! 
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This picture shows the angry face expression of Kelly after getting 
the Face Threatening Act from Teddy. Teddy tells Kelly about the very 
bad possibility that can happen to his daughter if she and her husband 
continue to living next to Teddy‟s fraternity house. By doing that, Teddy 
is willing to cause distress and does not care about what Kelly‟s feeling. In 
response, Kelly asked Teddy to go away by saying “You‟re a bad boy. Get 
off our porch!” 
c. Expression of Violent Emotion 
The expression of violent emotion also can cause damages to the 
hearer‟s positive face. By doing that, the speaker gives the hearer a reason 
or two to fear him or be embarrassed by him. If so, the wants or the 
desires of the hearer to be admired by the other will not happen. In the 
movie, the writer found some utterances that show the violent emotion 
expression of the speaker as written below:  
Extract 9 
Assjuice: Our names are not Fuckhead, or Jizzface, or Lea Michele. It‟s 
Evan and Brendan, and Juan. So, fuck you! Haze me! Say it! 
Teddy: I will haze you until your face falls off. (Time 00:58:13) 
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Teddy threatens Assjuice‟s positive face by giving him an 
expression of violent emotion that may cause him to fell scared or 
embarrassed and it is contradictory with his wants to be admired. In this 
picture, Assjuices seems afraid after Teddy produced a Face Threatening 
Act that contains threat to him. He also replied it by saying “I am sorry! I 
will do anything.” 
3. Negative Face Threatening Acts to Speaker 
The acts can damage the speaker‟s negative face if those acts show 
that the speaker defers to the power of the hearer. From the object of research, 
the writer found some data that can be included in this kind of Face 
Threatening Acts as written below: 
a. Expressing Thanks 
Thanks expression is one of the expressions that can damage the 
negative face of the speaker. By doing this expression, the speaker gives a 
possibility of him accepting the future order from the hearer. It is because 
after expressing thanks, hearer may think that the speaker has a debt of 
honor for him. It can be seen in the data below: 
Extract 10 
Mac: (Talk to Teddy) Crazy! I owe you, man! Thank you so much!  
(Time 00:21:29) 
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Mac expresses his thank to Teddy after Teddy let him join the 
party. By doing that, he gives himself a debt that may cause him to not be 
free to act. The picture shows face expression of Teddy after hearing Mac 
damaging his own negative face by expressing deep thanks to him. In this 
picture, Teddy seems really happy.  
b. Unwilling Promises 
Giving unwilling promises can also damage to the speaker‟s own 
face. According to Brown and Levinson (1987: 68), by expressing an 
unwilling promise, the speaker commits himself to do some future acts 
although he does not want to and it is contradictory with his own face. 
This is the expression about unwilling promise that the writer found from 
the movie: 
Extract 11 
Teddy: You really want us to keep it down? 
Kelly: Yeah, like every night. 
Mac: Yeah, try to keep it down! 
Teddy: I’ll give it the old college try. (Time 00:21:44) 
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Teddy‟s expressing an unwilling promise to Mac and Kelly may 
cause him a pressure to do it even though he does not want to. Also, those 
are the face expressions of Mac and Kelly after Teddy damaging his own 
face by producing an unwilling promise. This picture shows that Mac and 
Kelly are very happy about that. 
c. Excuses 
Excuse expression is also included as one of the expression that 
can damage the negative face of the speaker. According to Brown and 
Levinson (1987: 67), by expressing the excuses, speaker indicates that he 
has a good reason to do or even fail to do something that the hearer has 
just criticized. The writer found the expression of excuses from the movie 
as written below: 
Extract 12 
Mac: (Talk to Teddy) Look, man, we‟re sorry. You were being noisy. We 
tried to call you. I don’t know what to say. We called you five times, 
you didn’t answer us. (Time 00:25:03) 
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This is the face expression of Teddy after hearing Mac‟s utterance. 
It was an utterance that threatens Mac‟s own negative face. At this 
moment, Teddy was disappointed to Mac. It can be seen from his face 
expression and response as he says “I am not mad. I am just 
disappointed.” 
d. Acceptance of Offer 
When the speaker is accepting an offer, it can be said that he has 
just damaged his own negative face. According to Brown and Levinson 
(1987: 67), accepting offer means the speaker indicates that he is 
constrained to accept a debt and accept a possible future order from the 
hearer. From the movie, the writer found: 
Extract 13 
Mac: Shit, homie, we‟ve been beefing for too long. We just want to 
squash this like a bug. That‟s all my weeds, and it‟s really hard for me to 
get weed. 
Teddy: Okay, you guys can come in. No mushroom for you, mister. 
(Time 00:37:29) 
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Teddy is damaging his own negative face by accepting Mac‟s offer 
and letting him join the party. Before Mac gives him an offer, he did not 
want Mac to join. It means he just act contradictory with his own 
desirability. Mac and Kelly response to Teddy‟s utterance with smile in 
their faces and it is indicating that they are happy. Mac also responses it 
by saying “Don‟t worry about it, man.” 
4. Positive Face Threatening Acts to Speaker 
The acts can damage the speaker‟s positive face if those acts show that 
the speaker is in some sense wrong, and unable to control himself. There are 
some data that can be included in this kind of face threatening acts that were 
found by the writer as written below: 
a. Admission of Guilt 
Admission of guilt is one of the expressions that can damages the 
positive face of the speaker. By admitting guilt, the speaker damages his 
own wants or desires to be liked or admired by the other people because 
he might just have done something that the other people do not like. In the 
movie itself, the writer found some data as written below: 
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Extract 14 
Mac: . . . , Just keep it down! Just a little bit. A little bit. 
Teddy: The music? 
Mac: Yeah, just a tiny bit. 
Teddy: First off, my bad. (Time 00:16:31) Yo guys! Music check! We 
have neighbors for Christ‟s sake. 
 
Teddy gives Mac and Kelly the possibility to not like and respect 
him anymore by admitting his guilt. By doing so, he also threatens his 
own positive face. In the picture, instead of hating Teddy, Mac and Kelly 
seem happy to hear Teddy admits his fault about being too noisy. They 
also say “thanks” as response to Teddy‟s utterance. 
Extract 15 
Teddy: . . ., You could be the president of United Nations. 
Pete: There is no president of United Nations. 
Teddy: Yeah, but see, that‟s my fucking point. You know shit like that, 
man! This is all my faults (Time 01:24:24). You‟re not taking the heat for 
this. I‟m fucking will.  
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Teddy, by admitting the fault, has given the possibility of Pete to 
not trusting him anymore and it can damage his positive face. This is the 
face expression of Pete after hearing Teddy producing a guilty admission 
expression that damages his own positive face. In this picture, Pete looks 
sad. He also gives response Teddy‟s expression by saying “Brothers don‟t 
get divorced”. 
b. Apologies 
Apology is one of the expressions that can damage speaker‟s 
positive face. It is because when doing an apology, speaker indicates that 
he regrets doing a prior FTA and damaging his own face to some degree. 
From the Bad Neighbors movie, the writer found some expression of this 
kind as written below: 
Extract 16 
Mac: Just stop doing this shit! We‟re sorry. 
Pete: Hey, when you called the cops. You violated the circle of trust, 
Fucker! 
Mac: We’re sorry we called the cops, okay? (Time 00:28:19) 
 
Mac apologizes to the fraternity after doing something that the 
fraternity does not like. He threatens his own positive face because by 
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doing so, it can make other people to not trust him anymore. These are the 
expression of Teddy and Pete after Mac says sorry to them and threatens 
his own positive face. In response to Mac‟s Face Threatening Act, they 
said “Are you talking to me?”. 
Extract 17 
Teddy: I’m so sorry. (Time 00:50:34) 
Dean: Mmm-mmm. 
 
Teddy‟s apology is also one expression that can threatens his own 
positive face because when doing it, he indicates that he regrets doing 
something and damaging his own face to some degree. After hearing the 
apology expression from Teddy, this is the face expression of the dean. 
She also gives a response to Teddy only by saying “Mmm-mmm.” 
B. Discussions 
In this part, the writer analyzes the data that had been found from the Bad 
Neighbors movie. The data consist of four kinds of Face Threatening Acts of the 
main characters base on Brown and Levinson theory which included negative 
face threatening acts to hearer, positive face threatening acts to hearer, negative 
face threatening acts to speaker, and positive face threatening acts to speaker.  
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1. Negative Face Threatening Acts to Hearer 
Negative FTAs to hearer is a kind of FTA that threatens the hearer‟s 
basic wants of freedom. In this part, the writer will analyze all the data about 
this kind of FTA that had been found from Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad 
Neighbors. 
Extract 1 reflects the Negative Face Threatening Acts of Mac to 
Teddy. Mac and his wife, Kelly, are feeling disturbed by the activity that the 
fraternity has just done. Led by Teddy, the fraternity holds a party in the 
midnight that is loud enough to wake up Mac and Kelly. In order to solve that 
problem, Mac and Kelly go to meet Teddy and ask him to turn the music 
volume down. However, Mac‟s utterance is an order that potentially can 
damage the negative face of Teddy. By saying “We hate to be these guys, 
but do you mind just, like, kind of, just keep it down? Just a little bit. A 
little bit”, Mac give the pressure to Teddy whether to do that order or not and 
it surely damages Teddy‟s wants of freedom to act. 
Furthermore, Teddy crinkles his eyebrows and responses it by saying 
“The music?” that are shown by the picture indicating he is confused and a 
little bit offended by the act that Mac has just done to him. He may feel that 
Mac does not respect his desirability to act on his own. 
The case of Extract 2 is almost same with Extract 1. Here, Mac gives 
an order to Teddy to turn the music down once again. According to Brown 
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and Levinson (1987: 66), order is one of the acts that predicate some future 
acts of the hearer and in doing so, the speaker put some pressure on hearer to 
do or refrain from doing the act. By saying, “If you can just generally kind 
of, you know, keep it down! Just keep it down!”, Mac has damaged 
Teddy‟s negative face or Teddy‟s wants to be free to do everything on his 
own including arranging parties. 
As it is shown in picture, his eyebrows crinkle again that indicates he 
was confused. His response saying “Do you really want us to keep it 
down?” shows how he feels confused by Mac‟s order because he had let Mac 
and his wife to join his party the previous night and Mac still wants him not to 
make any noisy.  
In the Extract 3, Teddy and his friend, Pete, were arguing about their 
fraternity. Pete is trying to convince Teddy that what he has done to their 
neighbor is not right. Instead being convinced, Teddy is mad. Teddy asks Pete 
to go out of the room then. As Teddy says “Get the fuck out of here!”, he 
damages the negative face of Pete. Teddy‟s utterance is included as an order 
and it had been explained before that order is an act that can give damage to 
hearer‟s negative face. That act damages Pete‟s wants and desires to be free to 
do whatever he wants because it gives pressure to Pete to do what Teddy 
wants.  
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Furthermore, the picture in extract 3 shows that Pete was 
disappointed. Pete took a deep breath and exhaled it quickly as he said “Dude, 
take your shit out of someone else, all right? This is not about me”. The 
intonation of his voice also decreases. It is indicating his disappointment to 
Teddy because what Pete had just said are all for Teddy‟s goodness and not 
for himself. But Teddy does not really care and asks him to go out instead. 
In Extract 4, Mac and his wife are arguing about what they have to do 
in order to solve all the problems that they have at the moment. 
Unintentionally, Mac produces a Face Threatening Acts to his wife, Kelly. 
His statement saying ”You should take responsibility” indicates that he 
thinks Kelly is the one who is responsible to save their family‟s life. This act 
from Mac is a suggestion. According to Brown and Levinson, suggestion is 
one of the acts that threaten hearer‟s negative face. By giving that suggestion, 
Mac wants Kelly to do something that he wants and because of that, it gives 
Kelly a pressure to do it. With that pressure, the desire of Kelly to act freely 
will be threatened. 
In the picture of extract 4, after that act from Mac, Kelly becomes 
mad. The picture shows her angry face and at that moment, she also says 
“That’s not only offensive, but it’s fucking stupid”. As what she has said, 
Kelly thinks that Mac‟s statement was offensive. So, it is really clear that 
because of Mac‟s statement, Kelly felt offended and became mad. 
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Extract 5 reflects how Mac produces an act that threatens Teddy‟s 
negative face. In that situation, Teddy had ever prohibited Mac to join his 
party before. That is why Mac offered Teddy a marijuana cigarette, which is a 
really hard thing to find, to make Teddy assimilate him and his friends to join 
the party that Teddy is holding. The offer of Mac has given Teddy a pressure 
whether to let him join the party or not. The pressure also makes Teddy to not 
be able to act freely on his own pretension because he may think to take the 
offer and then do what Mac wants. It means Mac as the speaker has 
threatened Teddy‟s wants of freedom and that is why this Act of Mac is 
categorized as Negative Face Threatening Act to Hearer. 
Furthermore, Teddy takes a moment to think about Mac‟s offer, 
whether he will take the marijuana or just ignore it. By saying “you guys can 
come in”, Teddy accepts the offer of Mac and has just damaged his own 
negative face. It is increasing the possibility of Teddy to be embarrassed 
because he let Mac join his party just because Mac offered him a marijuana 
cigarette even though he had prohibited Mac to join the party before.  
Those acts like orders, suggestions, and also offers that are found from 
the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors are some of the acts that damage 
the hearer‟s negative face. It is because when the speaker produces one of 
those acts above, he just gave the hearer a pressure to whether do it or not and 
it is adversative with the hearer desirability of freedom to act. Just like the 
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data that have been explained above, by giving orders, suggestions, or even 
offers, the speaker may cause the hearer to do some future acts although he 
does not want to do it. By doing those, the speaker, in some ways, has come 
into the hearer‟s territory of acting disturbed the hearer desirability to act 
freely without any disruption from the other people. The effects that it gives to 
the hearer in the movie are causing them to be mad, offended, and 
disappointed.  
2. Positive Face Threatening Acts to Hearer 
In this part, the writer explains all the data that had been found before 
about Positive Face Threatening to Hearer or the kind of FTAs that threatens 
hearer‟s basic wants of appreciation and respect from Nicholas Stoller‟s 
movie Bad Neighbors. 
Extract 6 reflects the moment where Teddy and Kelly are talking 
about Kelly‟s baby, Stella. Kelly tells Teddy that her baby is a little flirt and 
in response, Teddy said “Like her mom, I bet”. By saying that, Teddy does 
not show respect to Kelly. It is not polite to tell the person you just meet that 
she is a flirt, especially if that person is older that you. The statement of 
Teddy is included as an irreverence act. According to Brown and Levinson 
(1987: 67), by an irreverence act, speaker indicates that he does not value 
what the hearer values and does not fear what the hearer fears. Because of that 
act, Kelly may feel unappreciated and it is contradictory with her positive face 
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or her basic want of appreciation. That is why this act of Teddy is categorized 
as Positive Face Threatening Acts to Hearer. 
The picture of Extract 6 reflects how the act of Teddy affects Kelly‟s 
face. Before Teddy produces the FTA, he and Kelly were laughing while 
talking about Kelly‟s baby. The situation also was fun before it. But, right 
after Teddy does the irreverence act that is categorized as a Positive FTA, 
Kelly‟s face suddenly becomes flat and the situation also became silent as 
Kelly does not say anything in response. It indicates that Kelly does not like 
what Teddy had just said and she is offended by it. 
In Extract 7, Mac and his wife, Kelly, are reporting a complaint to 
The Dean that her students, the fraternity led by Teddy, caused their baby to 
almost swallowing a condom that they left on their yard. But instead of being 
angry to her students, The Dean thinks that it is a good example that the 
fraternity practices a safe sex by using that condom. Here comes the statement 
of Mac saying “I got a headline for you, “Mean Dean Doesn’t Realize that 
Frat is bad for everyone” that indicates that he doubt the capability of The 
Dean on being a Dean. If Mac does not appreciate the capability and the 
prosperity of The Dean, then it is contradictory with The Dean positive face or 
her want to be liked and appreciated. That is why this act of Mac is 
categorized as the act that can threaten the positive face of hearer. 
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Also, the face expression of The Dean does not show clearly what she 
feels after Mac‟s FTA, but the sentence that is said by The Dean after that 
tells that she felt offended by the FTA. As she says “It is really poorly 
worded”, she thought that what Mac has just said is not a good word and also 
is not something that she wants to hear. The sentence “I don’t know where 
you went to school” that she says next is an insult that Mac is stupid to say 
those words. Those sentences from The Dean are indicating that she is being 
offended and little bit angry by the Face Threatening Act of Mac. 
Extract 8 is another example of an act that is produced by the speaker 
that can threaten the hearer‟s positive face. In that act, as Teddy says “your 
daughter is gonna be growing up watching all these young shirtless men 
next door, and we’re gonna be watching right back”, he is bringing a bad 
news about what possibly can happen to their baby if they still be neighbors. 
By that utterance, Teddy is also willing to cause distress to Kelly by telling 
her that as her daughter grows up, she will watch many shirtless men next 
door that will surely be bad for her. Teddy does not care about Kelly‟s feeling. 
That is why this act of Teddy is categorized as Positive Face Threatening Act 
to Hearer. 
In the picture, Kelly shows an angry face expression after hearing the 
Face Threatening Act expression from Teddy. Kelly also asks Teddy to go 
away by saying “You’re a bad boy. Get out our porch!” angrily and firmly. 
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Kelly‟s anger is caused by the unappreciative act from Teddy by bringing her 
a bad news. Kelly may feel that her want or desire of appreciation is insatiable 
even a little by his neighbors, Teddy. That is why she feels so angry to him.  
Extract 9 is categorized as Positive Face Threatening Act because 
when Teddy says “I will haze you until your face falls off” to Assjuice as 
the hearer, he gives him a possible reason to fear him and because of this, the 
wants or desires of Assjuice to be liked, admired, and appreciated by the other 
people are threatened then. He may feel that Teddy does not like him anymore 
because of the expression of violent emotion that Teddy has just done to him. 
This is where the positive face of Assjuice as hearer is threatened by Teddy as 
the speaker. 
The picture shows the face expression of Assjuice as the hearer after 
receiving a Face Threatening Act that threatens his positive face by Teddy. 
After that FTA, Assjuice is scared. It can be seen in his face expression and 
also his response by saying “I am sorry. I will do everything”. He begged 
Teddy for mercy and also promises him to do everything if Teddy forgives 
him. By that sentence also, Assjuice has damaged his own positive face by 
expressing an apology. The effect of Teddy‟s Face Threatening Act makes 
Assjuice so scared that he was willing to humble his own face. 
All the acts that have been explained above are categorized as the acts 
that can threaten the positive face of the hearer. Those acts such as irreverence 
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acts, bringing bad news to hearer, or expression of violent emotions that had 
been found before are the examples of those acts that can damage the hearer 
wants to be liked, admired, and also appreciated by the other people around 
him. It is because all of those acts is showing no respect to the hearer and can 
make them think that the speaker is no longer appreciating them. Those acts 
also give some bad effect to the hearer‟s feeling because all those acts from 
the hearer may make them feel that their existence in the community is 
unappreciated by their interlocutor. 
3. Negative Face Threatening Acts to Speaker 
In this part, the writer explains all the data that had been found before 
about Negative Face Threatening Acts to Speaker or the kind of FTAs that 
threatens speaker‟s own wants of freedom to act and their effects to the 
interlocutor from Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors. 
In Extract 10, Mac expresses a deep thank to Teddy after Teddy 
allows him and his wife, Kelly, to participate in Teddy‟s party. It is a party 
that means so much to them because it is joy that they do not always get and it 
can make them forget all their problems for a while. By expressing that, Mac 
has increased the possibility of his own wants or desires of freedom 
threatened by Teddy. As Mac also says “I owe you, man!”, it is like Mac has 
given himself a debt to Teddy and because of it, Teddy may think that it does 
not matter to ask Mac to do something for him in exchange. This act from 
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Mac makes him threatening his own negative face because if Teddy does ask 
him to do something, he cannot help but do it as he has pretended himself to 
have a debt to Teddy. That is why this act form Mac is categorized as a Face 
Threatening Act that can threaten speaker own negative face. Also, the picture 
reflects the face expression of Teddy as the hearer after Mac produces a Face 
Threatening Act that damages his own negative face. Teddy is smiling. It is 
indicating that he is happy after Mac produced the face threatening act. 
In Extract 11, Teddy gives an unwilling promise to Mac and Kelly 
that he will try to keep the music down every night so it will not disturb Mac 
and Kelly‟s live anymore. “Give the old college try” means giving 
something your best try or best effort. In fact, Teddy does not really have a 
willing to keep quite because he likes partying so much. Furthermore, as he 
says that sentence, he has threatened his own negative face because he has 
committed himself to do a future act even though he does not want to do it. 
He delimitates his own freedom to act. That is why this act of Teddy is 
categorized as an act that can threaten speaker own negative face.  
In the picture, after Teddy produces an act that threatens his own 
negative face, Mac and Kelly are shown smiling. It can be seen in their face 
expression that they are happy because of that. They are happy because Teddy 
has promised them to do what they expect him to do that is keeping the noise 
low every night. They do not know that Teddy‟s promise is an unwilling 
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promise. If only they knew, it would make them feel offended. As Brown and 
Levinson (1987: 68) said that if the speaker‟s unwillingness shows, it may 
also offend the hearer‟s positive face. 
Extract 12 reflects the conversation between Mac and Teddy after 
Mac reports Teddy a noise complaint to the police. Teddy is questioning why 
Mac called the police. He is surprised because Mac actually had made a 
promise to him to not call the police if Teddy makes a noise the previous 
night. Mac is saying “We tried to call you. I don’t know what to say. We 
called you five times, you didn’t answer us” as an excuse. According to 
Brown and Levinson (1987: 67), excuse is one of the acts that can threatens 
speaker own negative face. By doing an excuse, speaker indicates that he has 
a good reason to do or fails to do an act which hearer has just criticized and it 
may constitute in turn a criticism of hearer. Based on that explanation, this act 
of Mac is categorized as an act that can threatens speaker‟s negative face.  
Extract 12 also shows the face expression of Teddy after Mac 
damages his own negative face by making an excuse. Teddy is disappointed. 
It can be seen in his response by saying “I’m not mad. I’m just 
disappointed”. But Teddy‟s disappointment is more caused by Mac who did 
not keep his promise to not to call the police rather than the Face Threatening 
Act that Mac has just produced which damages his own face.  
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In Extract 13, Mac offers a marijuana cigarette to Teddy so that 
Teddy will allow him and his friends to join Teddy‟s party. After that act, 
Teddy accepts the marijuana and allows them to join his party. By accepting 
that offer, Teddy has done something that is contradictory with his want of 
freedom to act because he has done what Mac wants that is not his own 
pretension. He has also been constrained to accept a debt to also give things to 
Mac in the future as an exchange to Mac‟s marijuana. That is why this act of 
Teddy as a speaker is categorized as an act that threatens his own negative 
face. 
The picture in Extract 13 shows the face expressions of Mac and his 
wife, Kelly, as the hearers after hearing the FTA from Teddy. Teddy acts 
contradictory with his own wants and desires of freedom to let them join the 
party that he holds. It could be something for Mac and Kelly that Teddy is 
willing to grant their wants to join the party over than his own wants of 
freedom to act. As shown in that picture, Mac and Kelly are smiling and 
laughing. It indicates that they are happy after Teddy accepts their offer even 
though it has damaged his own negative face.  
Those acts like expressing thanks, unwilling promises, excuses, and 
acceptance of offer that are found from the Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad 
Neighbors are some of the acts that can pose offence to the speaker‟s negative 
face. It is because when the speaker produces one of those acts above, he just 
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gives himself a pressure to not act on his own desirability. Just like the data 
that have been explained above, by expressing thanks or even accepting an 
offer, the speaker has accepted a debt from the hearer and it may cause the 
speaker to do some future acts although he does not want to do it. It is same 
with doing an unwilling promise and excuses. By doing those, the speaker, in 
some ways, has damaged his own desirability to act freely without any 
disruption from the other people. The effects that it gives to the hearer are 
different according to the context of the situation of the conversation. From 
the data above, the acts like expressing thanks, acceptance of offers, and 
unwilling promises make the hearer happy. Making excuse is the only act that 
has been found that does not make the hearer happy in the Nicholas Stoller‟s 
movie Bad Neighbors. 
4. Positive Face Threatening Acts to Speaker 
In this part, the writer explains all the data that had been found before 
about Positive Face Threatening Acts to Speaker or the kind of FTAs that 
threatens speaker‟s own wants of appreciation and their effects to the 
interlocutor from Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors. 
Extract 14 reflects the act of Teddy after Mac asks him to turn down 
the music sound. Teddy is saying “First off, my bad!”. This act is an 
admission of guilt and it is categorized by Brown and Levinson themselves as 
one of the acts that can threatens speaker‟s positive face. By admitting the 
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guilt, Teddy as the speaker has decreased the possibility of him being liked 
and admired by his interlocutor, especially if that guilt is something that the 
interlocutor hates so much. In this case, Teddy made a noisy by holding a 
party in the midnight that was too loud and potentially can wake Mac‟s 
newborn baby up. It is something that Mac and Kelly, as the parents, do not 
like. That is why Teddy has damaged his own positive face.  
The picture from Extract 14 indicates the face expression of Mac and 
his wife, Kelly, after Teddy produces a Positive Face Threatening Act that 
threatens his own face. Mac and Kelly are shown smiling after that act from 
Teddy. They also response it by expressing thanks to Teddy. It indicates that 
they are happy after all. In the other context of situation, this kind of act may 
give a different effect to the hearer if the guilt that the speaker admits is a 
really big problem. In the case of Teddy, his mistake is not a really big 
problem because even if the music was loud, it had not woken their baby yet. 
Besides that, Teddy next act is something that Mac and Kelly like because he 
directly turns the music volume down as they request. 
In Extract 15, Teddy and his friend, Pete, are having a deep 
conversation about their fraternity that will surely get punished because of the 
disorder that they just did. Teddy admits his guilt to Pete by saying “This is 
all my faults”. By admitting his guilt, he properly has given a possibility to 
his hearer to think that he is not a nice person because he has done something 
51 
 
 
 
bad and causes problem to everyone. If the hearer does think like that, it 
means Teddy, as the speaker, has failed to keep his wants of appreciation or, 
in other words, he has lose his positive face. That is why Teddy‟s act is 
categorized as a Face Threatening Act to Speaker.  
Furthermore, the face expression of Pete as the hearer does not show 
an angry or disappointed expression to Teddy who has admitted his quilt. 
Instead, he sweeps out of Teddy‟s act. It is because the mistake that Teddy has 
done before is not something that he does not like and also does not ensue bad 
for him. Besides that, along with Teddy, he is also the part of the group that 
did that mistake. Furthermore, after admitting his quilt, Teddy also declares 
that he is the one who will take the consequence of their mistake. The feeling 
of Pete at that time is the composite of sad and proud. He is sad because soon 
Teddy will get the punishment over the mistake they did and proud because, 
although Teddy has caused them problems, he is really gentle to admit his 
fault. He also says to Teddy “Brothers don’t get divorced” that is one of the 
fraternity‟s slogan to tell him that whatever happening, they will always be 
friends. 
Extract 16 shows the Face Threatening Act of Mac when he is in the 
conversation with the fraternity. That Face Threatening Act is an apology and 
it is categorized as the one which threatens the speaker‟s own positive face. It 
is because when Mac says “We’re sorry we called the cops, okay?”, he 
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indicates that he regrets of calling the cops and thereby damaging his own 
wants of appreciation. It can give the fraternity a reason to not believe in him 
anymore. If so, the desirability of Mac about appreciation will be threatens. 
Moreover, the interlocutors of Mac say “are you talking to me?” in 
response to Mac‟s Face Threatening Act. Almost all the members of the 
fraternity say the same thing at that moment. It seems that the apology from 
Mac does not really affect them. They are still mad to Mac after what he has 
done to them. Those responses are the indications that they do not pay respect 
to Mac. They are all asking the same question and pretend to not listen to 
what Mac says. 
Extract 17 shows the same kind of utterance with Extract 31. It is an 
apology utterance from Teddy that he expresses to The Dean. Teddy asks The 
Dean that he is sorry for causing trouble. By doing that, he has damaged his 
own positive face because it is contradictory with his face that relates to the 
want to be liked, admired, and appreciated if he does an apology especially if 
the apology is also indicating a confession with the hearer learning about the 
transgression through it.  
The picture of Extract 17 shows the effect of that Face Threatening 
Act of Teddy that threatens his own positive face. As it has been explained 
before, that act of Teddy is an apology. It is done by Mac to The Dean, even 
though it threatens his own positive face, in order to make The Dean cancel 
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the punishment that she has given to Teddy. But, it seems the act does not 
really affect The Dean as she is still dependable on his own conviction. It is 
also shown by her face expression that did not change before and after the 
FTA.  
All the acts that have been explained above are categorized as the acts 
that can threaten the speaker‟s own positive face. Those acts such as 
apologizing and confession or admission of guilt like what had been found 
before from Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors are the examples of 
those acts that can damage the speaker wants or desires to be liked, admired, 
and appreciated by the other people. It is because, by doing those acts, speaker 
has depraved his image and it can give the hearer a reason or two to dislike 
him. If so, it is surely contradictory with his desirability to be like and 
appreciated. Those acts also affect the hearer in some different ways 
according to the context. 
Bad Neighbors movie from Nicholas Stoller is suitable to be the object of 
the research with the theory that is used in this research. Two main characters 
from the movie, Mac and Teddy, are the representations of two main kinds of 
faces according to the Brown and Levinson‟s theory. Mac, as the family guy who 
is older than the others, represents the wants to be liked, admired, and respected 
by the other people or positive face. While in the other hand, Teddy, young 
student with the wild attitude, represents the wants of freedom to act or negative 
54 
 
 
 
face. It makes the writer even easier to do the research because of this movie‟s 
compatibility with the Brown and Levinson‟s theory. In result, all four kinds of 
Face Threatening Acts according to Brown and Levinson‟s theory in 1987 are 
found used by the main characters in this Bad Neighbors movie from Nicholas 
Stoller.  
Furthermore, after analyzing the data from the Bad Neighbors movie, the 
writer finds that most of the Face Threatening Acts to Hearer, whether it is 
negative or positive, can give bad effects to the hearer. It is because the nature of 
those kinds of Face Threatening Acts themselves. Those Face Threatening Acts 
touch on the face or basic wants and desires of the hearer about appreciation or 
freedom to act. Face is like a territory that the hearer wants to keep for himself. 
When this territory is disturbed or threatened by the other people, it will be bad 
for the hearer‟s feeling. It is different with those Face Threatening Acts that 
threaten the speaker‟s face. The Face Threatening Acts to Speaker, whether it is 
negative or positive, have nothing to do with the wants or desires of the hearer. It 
is because these kinds of Face Threatening Acts threaten the speaker‟s own face. 
And because of that, most of the effects that it gives to hearer are good effects. 
But, to see the effects of those Face Threatening Acts, we cannot only depend on 
the nature of them, but we also have to pay attention on the context of situation 
within the conversation.  
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Finally, the writer does think that this research is good for the people who 
want to learn more about Face Threatening Acts. It is because this research can be 
collaborated with the previous researches that the writer had served in the 
previous chapter because this research may have the information about Face 
Threatening Acts that the previous researches did not include and the previous 
researches may also have the information about Face Threatening Acts that the 
writer does not serve in this research. If so, people may have a better 
understanding about Face Threatening Acts.   
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
This chapter provides of conclusion and suggestion. After analyzing the Face 
Threatening Acts of the main character and the effects it gives to the hearer by using 
Brown and Levinson‟s theory in Nicholas Stoller‟s movie Bad Neighbors film in 
2014, the writer gives some conclusions and suggestion to the readers.  
A. Conclusions 
After analyzing the data that have been found from Nicholas Stoller‟s 
movie Bad Neighbors, the writer concludes that Face Threatening Acts are the 
acts that potentially can give a threat to someone‟s face or damage someone‟s 
desirability on how they want to be treated by the other people.  The desirability 
itself can be the desirability of freedom to act (negative face) or the desirability of 
appreciation (positive face). From Bad Neighbors movie, the writer finds all the 
kinds of Face Threatening Acts according to Brown and Levinson‟s theory 
produced by two main characters, Mac and Teddy. 
Furthermore, Face Threatening Acts to hearer, both negative and positive, 
generally give bad effects to hearer because it directly threatens the hearer‟s face. 
In the other hand, Face Threatening Acts to speaker, both negative and positive, 
usually lead to good effects. It is because it does not directly threaten the hearer‟s 
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face and by doing so, the speaker is willing to humble his own face so that the 
hearer‟s face will not be threatened.  
B. Suggestions 
Based on the conclusion above, the writer proposes some suggestions as 
follows: 
1. The research about Face Threatening Acts should be considered in reading list 
of student of English and Literature Department because it is important to 
know and recognize the acts that can possibly threaten people‟s face in the 
conversation. By knowing those acts, they could be more careful to choose the 
best ways in order to commit polite in the interaction with the other people 
and also can maintain one another‟s feeling. 
2. This research has discussed about the kinds of Face Threatening Acts 
according to Brown and Levinson‟s theory. The writer suggests to the next 
researches that want to do the similar research to discuss more about the 
politeness theory from Brown and Levinson. If this research only focuses on 
finding the kinds of Face Threatening Acts, next researches can also pay more 
attention to the strategies on doing the Face Threatening Acts according to 
Brown and Levinson‟s theory. 
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